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57Et2 2 (Economy and Society of Russia in a Modern Era)

¥+ 1 : Tamara Litvinenko (Institute of Geography, RAS, Moscow/ Doshisha University)
”Population Dynamics and Its Factors: Ethnicity and Regional Characteristics in the Sakha Republic
(Yakutia)”

In Sakha (Yakutia), the total population has been declining since the collapse of the Soviet
Union. However, what should be noted is that this decline has been relatively small due to the high
proportion of indigenous people, who historically prefer to live in nearby areas. In addition, districts
with preferable industry or transport facilities also seemed to be comparatively successful in
maintaining their population level. The existence of resource mining industry which is not depending
on military activities, as well as high accessibility of the districts to the republican capital, Yakutsk,
obviously affect population dynamics of each district positively.

The purpose of this study is to identify the characteristics and inter-district differences in the
demographic dynamics of the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) and the factors that determine them. We
complemented the perspectives of previous studies, which seemed to be lacking, by identifying
differences in the demography of each district that arise in relation to geographic location, ethnic
factors, and types of economic activity each district specializes in. In particular, the factors of ethnic
composition are explicitly and quantitatively examined.

By regression analyses, the relationship between ethnic composition in three rounds of
population census and the rate of population growth during the period following each census has been
identified at the municipal unit level. At the beginning of the 1990s, the share of indigenous people
explained more than half of the population growth/decrease in the districts and the higher percentage
share of it contributed to population stability. However, the explanatory power of this factor weakened

over time, once the economy began to show stable growth.



By cluster analyses of municipalities, factors, other than ethnic, affecting the districts’
different dynamics have been revealed. In the 2000s, the influence of economic factors and
geographical and transport conditions became critical. Even though indigenous people had a high
percentage share, if the districts were located in northern and remote places with poor transport
accessibility, they showed a population decrease. On the contrary, districts with a large indigenous

population located close to the republic’s core, Yakutsk, recorded large population growth.

5 2 : Irina Korgun (Institute of Economics, RAS Moscow/Hankuk University of Foreign

Studies, Seoul, South Korea) “E-commerce in Russia”

This presentation is part of a broader project ‘Digital trade between Korea and the EU:
implications for Russia’, supported by the Korea Foundation grant. The presentation aims to give an
overview of major trends in e-commerce development in Russia in terms of annual volume, major
players, prosects, impact of e-commerce on customer behavior, challenges for national economic
development. This overview constitutes an important part of the project as it will allow to study
peculiarities of Russia’s ecommerce market for thinking about how to find synergies for cross-border
e-commerce with other countries in the future.

Digitalization of national economies is an irreversible trend that reshapes all spheres of
human activity and e-commerce plays a big role in this process. In Russia, approximately 70 min
people are using ecommerce. As the country was hit by the Western sanctions, online trade has a
acquired an additional dimension as it presented opportunities for local marketplaces to expand their
presence and, thus, to mitigate an impact of withdrawal of western brands on the Russian retail sector.
As physical stores started to close customers turned to online shopping. In 2022, volume of national
ecommerce increased 38% to 5,7 trln rub making up 11.6% of domestic retail sales. It is expected to
keep the pace over next two years.

Because ecommerce is part of a broader digital ecosystem, its growth puts pressure other
elements of that ecosystem to make sure that customers have a seamless online shopping experience.
Payment service providers, IT companies, software developers, logistics operators are challenged to
adapt to new and rapidly changing market conditions.

Growing importance of ecommerce for provision of goods and services raises important
questions concerning regional development. Vast space, inter-regional differences in infrastructure
development, unequal access to internet and varying levels of digital literacy represent serious
bottlenecks both for the sector and for governments. Solutions found for these problems will also
determine how well Russian ecommerce market could be integrated into global digital trade so that

benefits of international trade are not limited to certain groups.



5 3 : Kazuhiro Kumo (Institute of Economic Research, Hitosubashi University)

“Fertility in Russia: A Re-examination Using Microdata”

Fertility in advanced countries are known to be low, and it is also known that so-called
Eastern European and Central European countries experienced rapid drops in their fertility from the
beginning of the systemic transformation in 1989-1991, and then a long period of consistently low
birth rates. Among these countries, Russia, which faced a population crisis, attracted a lot of attention.
However, in Russia this trend came to a halt in 1999-2000 and the TFR turned upward. It then climbed
more or less continuously, and in 2015 reached its highest level (1.77) since the collapse of the Soviet
Union. It then started to fall again, dropping for four straight years from 2016 onwards, such that in
2019 the TFR was back to the same level (1.50) it had been in 2008, a decade earlier.

Regarding investigation of Russia’s fertility, which has exhibited such tumultuous changes,
it is still difficult to say that it has been adequate compared with developments in birth-rate research
in the West. It has to be pointed out that such analysis in the West and Russia itself remains limited in
terms of quantity. Iwasaki and Kumo (2020) employed regional data to demonstrate that growth in the
total output of a region has a significant impact on changes in the birth rate. However, a number or
previous studies show that economic factors such as household income levels have not affected the
trend with the birth rate in Russia.

The trend with macroeconomic dynamics and that with the birth rate are seen to match each
other, but it remains unclear whether this is indicative of a cause-effect relationship. On the other hand,
almost 30 years has passed since the start of the systemic transformation, and microdata that allows
analysis to be performed has been accumulated, so it can be said that enough time has passed for us to
revisit the research that has been conducted up to now. With such circumstances in the background,
this paper attempts to pick out factors that determine childbirth probability in Russia, and its focus is

the investigation of economic conditions such as household incomes and wage levels of women.
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SRE T (us 7TEGE - B
W1 8 KE (JLiE RS - Bt) “Generations of Russia and Support for Putin: who is

leaving his nest?”

Vladimir Putin’s regime has lasted for two decades since he was elected as the
president of the Russian Federation for the first time in 2000. Although the regime has been
known for enjoying high popularity, Putin’s approval rating has been fluctuating rather than
consistent, which means that some Russians have changed their assessments of the political
leader. Focusing on support patterns by generations of Russia, this study aims to reveal the
different political attitudes between generations by using survey data collected from 2000.
Finding out which generation has turned away from its leader, especially during recent years
with significant events like anti-regime protests, COVID-19, and the Ukrainian war, is

expected to help predict the future of Russia both under and after Putin.
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