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Political, economic and security prospects for deeper transregional cooperation
between Japan and East-Central European countries in the post-Brexit EU

NWABEAS=Fa, RTA4T7Y
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The conclusion of the Cold War has caused immense makeovers in the structure of the
international and regional orders around the globe. Especially in the case of Europe, we
witnessed one of the largest political reconfigurations since the end of World War I.
Regionalization under the flag of European integration rejoined states from the West and East
bloc, and during this transitions, along the US, Japan played an undeniably significant role for
the stabilization and democratic transition of East-Central Europe. Japan’s economic and
political support was instrumental in the far-reaching social, economic and political reforms that
among other things led these countries to European Union (EU) membership. Furthermore,
Japan was also a key partner in subregional initiatives for the stabilization of adjacent areas,
such as for example South Eastern Europe. In this sense, over the past decades Japan has been
perceived by east (central) Europeans as an important source of prosperity, stability, and overall
positive influence.

In the past few years, however, due to the still changing international order and shifting
global power dynamics, there has been some doubt concerning Japan’s capability to sustain its
active presence and compete in this part of Europe. It is for this reason and in light of more
recent strengthening of relations between EU and Japan, that in the present paper I plan to
examine and evaluate the post-Brexit political, economic and security prospects for deeper
cooperation of what has represented in many ways a unique and in the case of the V4 (Hungary,
Poland, Slovakia and Czech Republic) countries an evolving strategic partnership. Finally, in
the paper I will also attempt to expand my previous work on V4 plus Japan cooperation into the
wider subregional context of East-Central Europe with the intent to further clarify the meaning
of this region for Japanese foreign and security policy, especially in the context of EU-Japan
agreements like the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) and the Strategic Partnership
Agreement (SPA).
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Voting rules, voting rights, and electoral outcomes of Ukraine’s municipal
elections

Romanova-Matsuzato, Valentyna
(National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy)

The paper presents a nuanced picture of post-independence municipal elections in Ukraine. It
relies on the analysis of primary data, collected from domestic official sources, and
complements the missing data with the help of secondary sources. The paper places Ukraine
within the typology of local government systems and identifies the place of local elections in
Ukraine’s multi-level system. It traces the frequent changes of voting rules at municipal
elections since independence, in line with IDEA typology of electoral systems. Finally, it
uncovers the implications of the voting rules on the electoral outcomes of the most recent
municipal elections held in October 2015.

Ukraine held local elections — direct elections of local councils and mayors — in 1994, 1998,
2002, 2006, 2010, and 2015. The biggest changes with respect to voting rules occurred in 2015,
when local elections in rural areas followed the logic of FPTP, while local elections in urban
areas were held according to proportional representation with open electoral lists and 5%
threshold. Due to the start of the 2014 decentralisation reform there is more “at stake” at
municipal elections, as the reform has institutionally strengthened local self-governance at the
lowest scales. Also, the most resent local elections were not held in Crimea, in non-government
controlled territories of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, and for 91 local councils in Donetsk
oblast and for 31 local councils in Luhansk oblast in government-controlled Donbas (due to the
severe security threats). Moreover, internally displaced persons (IDP) were eligible to vote at
local elections only if they were permanent — not temporary — residents in the respective
localities. Strikingly, IDPs had the right to vote at the early presidential elections and the early
parliamentary elections in 2014 (not in majoritarian electoral districts though).

In order to explain the electoral outcomes of the 2015 municipal election, the paper
analyses post-Euromaidan party politics in Ukraine. The electoral patterns of the 2015 local
elections resembled the electoral map of the 2014 parliamentary elections. However, most
parties with parliamentary representation faced severe competition from local party projects and
suffered from their low institutional capacity to contest the 2015 local elections throughout
Ukraine. Finally, the paper discusses the upcoming municipal elections in a new political

landscape, heavily revised after the 2019 presidential and parliamentary elections.
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NG —= L X DBEL T D, =V Y ¢ VRPN, KFEEDNEEO MM TEZ £ -
TN B Db BT AFEAET U A X =T RSN T2, 1995 LIRS < Ol
FCINHEEP TN, T U M A X =BT 5 Z LT EAETE o7, WIZ,
51, RO 2 M7 —F U EE (20002008 5) Tik, R EHIGT DT — T 2L
L. FRoOMFIZHTHay ha—AER LTz, S 512, 2004 4213 E EOFTAH 2
WOASH, IS 2 R OBAERREINIRHITE R L, Tz bbb d, 77 k
YA F—FIIFIN 72 TN & EFE oTe, IEBULTZ A — 1 v T OB HIREN TH -
72728, BOEHERF D 7= DTG R A= 5 EOXZFEZ W T HUENH -T2 TH 5,
L2rL, 2007 FEORBERTH— R VT BRBLID, A T z—T = 7BkE (2008-2012 4F)
WIRE D & TRBUFITHIT R A 725 ORI e ffdT & 7 0 A X2 —FE O LA I FEmRI I
FEOH LT, ZTORR, HEOBIRGHEEZ LVE< 2> b — L TELH X7 DD,
=Y — hOIEBTEIEO, 2011 4 & 2012 FEDBETO/NT —~< U ADEK F &2, B
AR 2 R 2 s E T ~ O 2 O—B & LT 2012 FITIFMmFERED FHAEA S
I RO FRE~DOFENIRDON TE LT, 7 U A X —aHE L2 FET T D,
L22L, 2010 AR 21T, W< DO HT SRS CHRHET A 23S 9~ 5 70 ERIEDE Lo
DD, TV RA X —IMEORMITREIFIZE > THI LT WHIEAEE T H2ERTA Y
v EBRH LM, RO Y — FOIRPLEFFORCT VN, 20720, Fix RfilEDET|IZ X
ST ZAUTKHLT 5 & WD HIREBUFO TRP LGS, T 6 OREEIE, 90 R0 Bt < #AL
EHT DRT —2F—NE, FiT IS E L L2 b ODORFEMEE L TS Z 2R LTV D,
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ORTE LWL S TEST-VDBRNWAR—H U 52BIF 5 2 & T, BiEDY Y I TS
LISRD EBSAINL % i35 729,

H LAY IZZ L Y THREROBRS A TH o712 & TUE, T OEREOFIRS Th 5,
OiE, —JeER sz, O, 7Y FREGENE O REOEN TR ZEE L2 Sz T, b
na, BE—NVIREREOK T RREEE v T OBMRPYUGE LT o, HimEk S &
i b, OiF, EeRKMTHD, L, IKTFezEifiud, Bty U 7 0FE %5

LTND] BRELEZDHIZE., v TOREFIITA—TE59

BT DEF A= h~DA X 2— 2015-16 4410 1 o 7 ORI E ST T O
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2015 fERTEDA AT —LE & T VT A ZRIBUNEES ) OB SELREIHR A O KB DT TR b
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{ESHLVERH D,

@7 FA FRIEDMH Y, v TN 7 T4 FIC7 VI T ERTZ EIFHEELNZNL, 7
UITHIRSRWVERD . v v 71 2014 FLARTONZ 70 AT —Z ZZITRNR, L, Bk
KPR HIR CREBRN T, [EEREEMEOMBRIIT0NR v 7 O In R K] &
RRK I PRtk S5 2 EIFRIRETH D,

@— 1%, 7Y FEMEMOEFHERENEE L, TAZT - T AR hE 722 & TER S
ey, [FCERMTT VA A R BIFB I DBFREAZSRC ST 5 5 A0 7o TLEN,
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AR Z 31T 2 EERBORIEL. AT a3 7hvamss Lic PRl ] &) 2m—0 2R
SID KD ITIRER 30 T o TEICERESFICBT dAthigE (4.7 4 T R,
Trw—0 TAATZY R, Jvyx— a7, Avz—7, KE) OWHEEREEHRIC
LT TRZE LTI b D Th oz, L, ITFE, KPEORIEAE A AR\ T
i L. WhafBaItR % i & U7 [AHilk o Ffn & 28 01T DAL ERREOR OB A D 1 D& 7o
T,

2 TIE, kLD YL LNG BARICRER SN D L ) Icdbiilk 2 RF 7 a7 0 7 &AL
BT Cr U7 AR OBERE I OTR(L A X B & & HiT, KE & OEFHEE EO¥ A EY H
T ZEEAE LU TIEREFEN LNV IS NT COEE(E D HE LD T 72, PEIE,
AR AT L HENT T A AV T 4 BN TS DI TIEARWA, 2017 FIC—H— KA =
TT 47D &I PE & RN 2 fE S HE RS Vs v— R ENLE ST 721E 0, 2018 2T
(HEOIBESR | &2 AEZART 5708 R b a2 D Tx iz, &V bit,
TAATY REOT U —2T 0 RaOHREEROEE X, Z ORMEH 22 EEM) O BIfRE O
DEHEDTET, FRIC, bt I fATRE L CARMEREDO L 2RE EOERSH% ED X D
WZHEL DN E NS FIZHIEREPEE > TS, To~v—2J 7Y =0T 0 NIZF 2 — VAEFER
A HTHHKEL, 29 Lot @Eodulskic i 28 & kE oAU — L ER Ik TH 5 &
L. BoXT 02X 42 THMT L bic, RAHEEST7 4T N, Ay x—F7 U0 KEHE
HREGDOED XM B - TE Tz, ARG, KT~ 5 OBLRCRIFRE O
BOSZFEP LT 1T 3 M [EIH ORI A5 4 BIR A AR E FREUE DO -Fn & 2281 RAF 2T
DWNWTELET S,
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ASTFICBFEIL—TILRETARA T LOATFIZDNT
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BT O~ 7wk iEiE & e S ERR RS 23 2018 4RIZ N 2019 IR o 72 2 &y
5. 2018 D T DFE GDP ARH 2.5% (WEEE) 1ZxF L. 2019 1% 1.3% (GH#EfE) &
PRREICE HIAATS, 2020 FFIC A o 7 LT U7 T T OFEHOPER SN RET 5 &
P UUT T A IS A 25 RV LIUZE TR, av 7 s b—TVEREE LT, rYv
T 1& 2020 AE DL EGHAmKS & 42.40 KL/ LE LTCTRAMATEY 0o 7RRFITE(L,
MEBORTNE ST 2 ERPHEEIND, 29 Lz, vy 7 YRR TIE 5 FERT CE =8 80
ZA4H1BIEIE L, o, VEMALRE, a7 iEA 7 VIl A REEREO—Do & L
T&ETz, L TAD, 2019 4Fm 27 TiX CPI (HEEWMEED AR EIMEL 3.0%& . BURH
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ST RRE BUR AT SEMEFE 2 (Economic Policy Uncertainty Index) 2815 H L, FERYIT — 2 H»
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€3z, To5——=
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LD THAD &, BEEMIZEBNT, ZOFEPEE L THBUIMEIZZRV, Ll 20
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B— o T e AT NOFEEEZE L, BEORIOGFIE LB ORBEICE S é’élff’
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