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The Russo-Japanese Alliance of 1916 in the Works of Contemporary Russian Scholars
Yulia Mikhailova

After the interest of the world community of scholars in Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905) has
been exhausted, they switched their attention to Russo-Japanese relations in the post-Portsmouth
decade in hope that it may help resolve contemporary difficult problems in relations between the
two countries.

In this presentation I concentrate on three books: Eduartd Baryshev, The Period of
Japanese-Russian Alliance of 1914-1917. The Truth about the ‘Extraordinary Friendship’ (2007),
Yuri Pestushko, Japanese-Russian Relations during the First World War (2008) and Dmitrii Pavlov
The Forgotten Alliance. Japan and Russia during the period of 1914-1918 (2014). The analysis of
the political process itself and the story about the supply of military weapons by Japan to Russia is
principally the same in each book. However, they are different in sources their authors use and in
particular angles of vision. Thus, Baryshev dedicated more attention to the subject of relations
between Japan and Germany and complimented his analysis of the political process with what he
calls a “avilizational approach” which explains the commonality between Japan, Russia and
Germany as latecomers in modernization. The 3 chapter of Pestushko’s book is wholly devoted to
the analysis of economic relations, fishing industry in particular, as this is the area of the author’s
special competence. For the same reason Pavlov concentrated on Japan’s military supplies to Russia
giving much concrete information on the subject and arguing about a possibility of sending
Japanese troops to join the Russian army at the front. All three Russian authors reject the
assumption made earlier by Peter Burton’s famous book that “the mysterious third power” the
Alliance was signed against was Germany and argue that it was the United States.

This presentation will conclude with my observations about the images of Japan, which existed in
Russia during the process of Russo-Japanese rapprochement in the post-Portsmouth decade and

during the First World War.
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