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“Vulnerability and Social Security in the Former Socialist States
: Experience from Russia”
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Prof. Christopher M. Davis, Reader in Command and Transition Economies, Wolfson College,
University of Oxford, UK; Head of the Research Laboratory of Health Fconomics, Russian
Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration.
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“Vulnerability and Social Security in the Former Socialist States
: Experience from Russia”

The former socialist states provided their populations with comprehensive coverage of social
risks through state-controlled systems of child care, medical care, and social benefits
(anti-poverty assistance for families, disability and old-age pensions). However, the social
sector had a low priority status and there were numerous problems concerning the
performance of institutions (e.g. the medical system) and outcomes (e.g. rising mortality
rates). During the initial years of transition social challenges increased in these countries
but it was difficult to mobilize resources to reform and improve social provision. As a result,
most social indicators worsened, notably those concerning poverty, illness and mortality.
However, over the past 20 years have many of the transition countries, especially those in
East Central Europe, have successfully reformed their social welfare and medical systems so
that they function effectively in democratic societies with market economies. Other countries
have made some progress, but still face substantial challenges related to the well-being of
the population and the improving the functioning of social security institutions. This lecture
will evaluate the inheritances, new problems, reforms, and achievements in social sphere in
the transition countries. It will identify features of their social challenges (e.g. population
ageing) and social security systems that are similar to and different from those of other
countries in the world, such as Japan.

Speaker: Prof. Christopher Mark Davis, Reader in Command and Transition Economies,
Wolfson College, University of Oxford, UK and the Head of the Research Laboratory of
Health Economics, Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public
Administration. Prof. Davis is a specialist on Russia and East Europe, especially in the fields
of demography, economics of the health and social welfare, and industrialization. He has
produced numerous publications.

Introductory Remarks: Kazuhiro Kumo (Institute of Economic Research, Hitotsubashi
University)

Chair: Sadayoshi Ohtsu (Professor-emeritus, Kobe University)

Discussants: Hiroaki Hayashi (Faculty of Policy Studies, University of Shimane), Norio
Horie (Centre for Far Eastern Studies, University of Toyama)

Sponsored by:(1) Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A) #26245034) by the Ministry of
Education and Science in Japan, “Demography of Russia: Micro-Econometric Approach”
(Principal Investigator: Kumo, K.); (2) Joint Usage and Research Center Project, Institute of
Economic Research, Hitotsubashi University, “Living Conditions, Consumption Standards,
Gender Equality and Childbirth in Russia” (Principal Investigator: Michigami, M.)
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Language and the cultural border in contemporary Ukraine.
Bogdan PAVLIY (EILERKE)

In my research, I look at the current situation in Ukraine considering the language preferences of
the communities in different regions of Ukraine. Although most people in Ukraine are bilingual -
or, at least, they can understand both languages enough to use them in their daily life - their
attitude toward the use of Russian or Ukrainian is quite different. While it would be erroneous to
imply that the language is a key factor for a national identity of Ukrainian people, in time of
serious political turbulence the language choice can be a powerful means to unite or divide people
in different regions of the nation.

In the most populated regions of Ukraine - especially in big cities such as Kyiv, Kharkiv,
Dnepropetrovsk, Odessa - Ukrainian has been used mainly for official procedures, or when there
1s a need impress a Ukrainian identity. On the other hand, Russian there appeared to be a
common language for daily use. When Ukraine became an independent state in 1991, the
acceptability of both Ukrainian and Russian languages allowed an outward resolution of the
oppositions between them, which had been constructed mainly by politicians and scholars
(Bilanyuk 2005). While this opposition is not a decisive factor in Ukrainian politics now, it is often
used by Russia to justify its political and military pressure on Ukraine.

Nowadays, the Ukrainian army is fighting with pro-Russian separatist groups in its territory,
and it is still unclear whether Ukraine can maintain its current borders or is bound to be divided
into smaller states and possibly assimilated by Russia. In such a difficult time, one of the crucial
tasks for the Ukrainian government is to realize and admit the presence of the linguistic
divisions and the cultural border inside Ukraine. This does not mean that we should treat this
border as the political border for the country, but its presence may and should affect the political
options and decisions. Therefore, we should consider this when talking about Ukrainian politics.
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