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¥R 1: The British Industrial Revolution in Russian Empire: How British Industrialized Eastern

Ukraine during 18th Century

1 ERFE E (P £ K%) Okabe Yoshihiko(Kobe Gakuin University)

Why are the coal industry and the arms manufacturing units flourishing in the Donbas
region, centered in Donetsk and Luhansk? Very few can answer this question
spontaneously. If one were to simply say “the presence of natural resources there,” it
would be a short-sighted answer that completely ignores the historical path dependency,
as it would be obvious that they have already been eliminated through the conversion to
oil and the ecological era. It is no exaggeration to say that the answer can be attributed
to the British Industrial Revolution.

It is not widely known that the modernization of the Russian industry under the
reign of Yekaterina II in the late 18th century was initiated by the British and English
capital. For example, the foundations for full-scale coinage in the Russian Empire were
laid by Matthew Boulton, a collaborator, using James Watt’s steam engine. It was the
Scotsman, Charles Baird, who ran the first steamship in Russia. It is also uncommon
knowledge that the often-quoted portrait print of Gregory Potemkin is actually the work
of the English engraver James Walker. As a symbol of the refined Western table manners
and the latest technology produced by the British Industrial Revolution, Yekaterina II
commissioned the Green Frog Service from the potter Josiah Wedgwood. The complete
dinner set was painted with scenes of the countryside in industrially advanced England,
using the most advanced techniques in ceramics.

The Scots were prominent under the Russian Empire, largely due to the presence of
the Scotsman Charles Gascoyne, who was at the heart of the English circle in the
Russian Empire. Gascoyne was a partner in the Carron (Carron) Company, a Scottish
iron and steel company in financial crisis, which he had rebuilt by starting production of
the eponymous “carronade gun.” However, when he himself declared bankruptcy and
was suspected of breach of trust, he took many engineers working for Carron with him
to Russia. He succeeded Brigadier-General Charles Knowles, a military adviser to the
Russian Navy, and in cooperation with Samuel Greig, an Englishman also from the Royal
Navy who rose to the rank of General of the Russian Navy, he began manufacturing
firearms in Petrozavodsk, mainly for use on ships. In recognition of these achievements,

he was awarded the Order of St Vladimir the Third Class, and later decorated with the



Order of St Anne the First Class. He was appointed a high-ranking official in the Russian
Empire, as a fifth-class officer and initiator.

It was Yekaterina II who commissioned Gascoyne to build Luhansk (Russian name
Lugansk); the name of the place—before it was renamed twice at the end of the 18th and
19th centuries and became Lugansk—was “Yekacherinoslavsky Zavort,” and as the
name suggests, it was only a factory when the city was built in 1795. The Empress
entrusted the development of the Donbas, with its coal reserves, to a British native who
was one of the first to use it to achieve the Industrial Revolution. Machinery was brought
from Petrozavodsk, which was also the base of Gascoyne, and many of the British
engineers also moved there. The construction of the plant was completed in 1799 and
they began using coke from the Don Basin (the origin of the word Donbas) for smelting.
Soon after, the manufacture of relatively small-caliber firearms, mainly 24-pounder
carronade guns, started. Needless to say, this was the starting point of weapons
production in Eastern Ukraine.

The current Luhansk city website on the Ukrainian side mentions Gascoyne as the
founder of the city, while the Lugansk People’s Republic website introduces him as a
collaborator of the Russian Empire in a way that emphasizes his strong ties to Russia.
It also states that Lugansk-made firearms, initiated by Gascoyne, helped win the Battle
of Borodino in the Napoleonic Wars. The development of the Donbas by Gascoyne and
other British and British capital, which is presented favorably by both Ukrainian and
pro-Russian unrecognized states, is thus well-known among the general population of
Luhansk. A bust of Gascoyne towers in the city center; the city’s popular blogger
Stanislav Chkalovsky, who became the deputy mayor of Luhansk after the 2014 Dignity
Revolution, even called for a referendum on Luhansk’s integration into Scotland and its
incorporation into the United Kingdom of Great Britain.

Research into the history of Anglo-Russian relations is flourishing in the UK, led by
Professor Anthony Cross of Cambridge University, but it is largely unknown among
British and Russian historians in Japan. If Charles Gascoyne had not built Ruhansk,
coal development and weapons production in the Donbas would not have started or it
might have been delayed considerably. It is time to re-evaluate the benefits of the British
Industrial Revolution, not only for Ukraine but also as a major current in the diversity

of Russian history.



H@ERE 11 A6 BIAL7—0035(4FBEREMR )

#RE2: Ukraine and War in Russian-Language Literature

HEFRI (BEEZ 2 K) Go Koshino (Keio University)

The Eastern Front of World War Il was given special status in the Soviet Union as the Great
Patriotic War. While that tradition has been inherited and even reinforced in contemporary
Russia, the term "Great Patriotic War" itself tends to be abandoned in other former Soviet
regions, especially in Ukraine. In Belarus, however, the myth of the sacred war is preserved,
albeit with an emphasis on the tragic aspect of war sufferings. This presentation will consider
two war novels written in Russian by Belarusian writer Ales Adamovich and Ukrainian writer
Boris Gorbatov, respectively, and compare their images of Ukrainians, in particular those of
Nazi collaborators. The very existence of collaborators is important in that it blurs the border
between friend and foe (self and others) and disturbs the official discourse on war and enemy.

Adamovich's novel Karateli (Chasteners, 1981) describes the massacre of the population of
rural Belarusian villages from the perspective of the enemy, Nazi German soldiers and collaborators.
It is noteworthy that one of the Ukrainian collaborators had experienced severe famine (the
Holodomor) before the war. Gorbatov's novel Nepokorennye (The Indomitables, 1943) is set in the
Ukrainian Donbass under German occupation. The protagonist is a patriot who seems to be
modeled on Gogol's Taras Bulba, but some of the local residents are lured by German
propaganda promising Ukraine's independence and become collaborators with the enemy. In
comparing the two works, we will focus on the following points.

The first concerns the language. Both novels are written in Russian, but elements of
Ukrainian, Belarusian, and some mixed dialects can be found in the words and dialogue of the
characters. The role of these non-Russian expressions in the works will be analyzed.

The second point is about memory. We compare how memories of Ukrainian history
leading up to World War II, including Cossack deeds, the Ukrainian People's Republic, and
the Great Famine (the Holodomor), are expressed in the gestures and roles of the characters.
If the distance and differences between Ukraine and Russia (or Belarus) are emphasized or
overlooked in the novels, we will discuss the factors that contribute to this.

Finally, we will consider the readership. By using the Russian language, both Adamovich
and Gorbatov are presumed to have written their works with an all-Soviet audience in mind,
not limited to Ukraine and Belarus. Furthermore, we will examine how these works are read

(or can be read) in contemporary post-Soviet Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia.
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#R4E3: Melodrama and War after Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine

L E K (L8 K %) Daisuke Adachi (Hokkaido U)

In this paper I will argue that the binary opposition between Russia and Ukraine widely
accepted without question after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is supported and reinforced by the
melodramatic imagination, the popular cultural imagination from the nineteenth century through the
present day the present day that has subjectivized morality as a guideline in a precarious life.
Comparing the visual representation of melodramatic resolution to traumatic experience in Ukraine
with Putin's obsessive urge found in his speeches to avenge and recuperate the lost unity that allegedly
existed in the past, we reveal the melodramatic imagination shared by both sides of the dichotomy
across political discourse and media narrative on the war.

The representation of traumatic experience in Ukraine follows the tradition of classical theater
melodrama, focusing on the visual and aiming to invoke empathy in wider international viewer to
receive support against Russia’s invasion. Putin's obsessive urge found in his speeches is mirroring
the logic of revenge has become an integral part of post-9/11 political melodramatic discourse. Putin's
discourse is idiosyncratic as it shows little concern about visualizing the suffering. Comparative
reading of Putin's political melodramatic discourse with Balabanov's blockbuster Brother 2 allows us
to conclude that thoroughly individualized moral universe in both does not need the representation of
suffering and the solicitation of empathy any more to confirm its a priori righteousness, while
simultaneously allowing indifferent and cynical attitude to its own worldview. In this sense, Putin's

hyper melodramatic political speeches on the war also marks the limits of melodramatic discourse.
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