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“Both Lenin and Mick Jagger”:
Westernization as modernization in Socialist Yugoslavia and its legacies during the Bosnian war

RSt KkE BALHRERS
HISUNREI Ay F=LOvF, YRS

(Gavrankapetanovi¢-RedZi¢ Jasmina)

The influence of Americanization and Westernization on Yugoslav popular culture has been
thoroughly examined in several important works over the past few years. Among these are Reana
Senjkovic's lzgubljeno u prijenosu: Pop iskustvo soc kulture (2008), Radina Vuceti¢'s Coca-Cola
Socialism (2018) and Branislav Dimitrijevi¢é's PotroSeni socijalizam: Kultura, konzumerizam i
druStvena imaginacija u Jugoslaviji 1950-1974. (2017).

This paper addresses how elements of American and Western culture dating back to the
cultural Cold War were merged with the trope of Sarajevo’s cultural resistance during the siege of the
city and the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina (1992-1995).

In the first part, | provide a historical background and contextualize the influences that were
introduced after the Tito-Stalin split in 1948, given that they also coincided with broader economic
and political changes that occurred in Socialist Yugoslavia. More specifically, | examine consumerism
of “ordinary” goods (e.g., Coca-Cola, Disney comics) and culture (e.g. avant-garde theatre, musicals,
popular and high culture) introduced from the West during socialism as tokens of Yugoslav socialism’s
“progressive” character that would, over a relatively short time span, become tokens of Sarajevo’s
“uniqueness” and cultural openness in times of war and hardship.

| argue that the use of cultural products that spread beyond the Iron Curtain as a result of,
among others, U.S State Department cultural policies became enmeshed within Yugoslavia’s
implosion and nascent nationalisms. Specifically, | focus my analysis on Bosnia and Herzegovina’s
capital city Sarajevo and its cultural production during the siege (1992-1995). Through the work of
Sarajevo Trio’s redesign of the Coca-Cola logo, the reenactment of Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for
Godot and the establishment of the Sarajevo Film Festival, | look at the emergence of the trope of
Sarajevo’s cultural resistance to the violence of the siege. Moving beyond the stereotypical reading of
the city’s inflation in cultural production and consumption, this paper examines this phenomenon as a
psychological (perceptive and symbolical) reinterpretation of a situation (social environment of
emergency). Today, 27 years after the siege, another meaning, although more abstract, is ascribed to
objects and memories of this period as it is concerned with (past) materiality — a tool that consolidates
group identity in the present. Through the conservation and display of objects created during the siege,
the conservation of testimonies, and the rebranding of the city’s experience, the gradual
institutionalization of the memory of the siege creates a community that is shaped by the siege — the
community of the affected.

14



14

BH#E 28R4 (Bra: EEER)

[ELTRIAILE 3 RERKEES ST A5
EUTRTADN NATO INBZEHCBHERBCAEEREEGA DER] (2015-2018)

RRRXFEXFR
HiERA

AL, 2015 E92 6 2018 EIZHIT TOEL T 17 1 d NATO M % 6 < % ER SR
IZHOWTCHRER L, TORIY KEZRET L2 NET 5,

EUT R E 2006 FEOMNLLIFE, 1 - Vo U0 FOE ETRINE X O KR
~OFEE R ERERE L CE 2D, ENICIZZTCRILELETor v T L ORI £
LENIMFEL TV, BT 37 00 NATO IERN AR ZRHEREE LTGGRLOND L)
272 % L, ENOKAHEENR X0 > 7 O BORE S 1IN S ~DOREFE 258D TV -
7o FTREUNGRIIEMBE F COBBIC L » THEHZIBOCRBY, 7o R Y-~ T o
T b B ERIRE S B I E A f81 T BUFFEEY O JEBHIZ N - T,

2016 FOFEEEERIH, T T R aYR/ICL > TEAET AL HEAR Y —T & (B
XX a7 T4 FORE) 2L E LTHREIND, BEEORNMTE, BLETR
TERORFEEC, FUARAAHPFICHRBLLE L TSBLERRZFESZENEG TNV, &
DEE 2 Zoa 7 NbHRESNZR, oo bica 7 OERERBE TH 5 = & 234
32,

2017 FFIZE TR 7 B IX NATO [ZHERT 523, Zhuda v 7B H O TgEe A7 Y
— ] THDHEWIFEHLIEL Z Lot FTn, [T %) OFEELAESINTED
DD S, HREZIT T T 4 T ORBRIRESHEE O RNRAFENFEIND,
FHCH LT T AT HIEasT AT 4 TDOA B Ta—%2F 0, AT 4—T -
R UKETREIEICEM AL R E LT, 7T XKD L NATO I~ &
B A el 7o

DX D EROFT, 2018 FIZRFVR - NT U TKRKFEENES T R v 2 HIEE
7T NATO ORI APAEZRBICEMA R L2 & T, 7% 7 10 NATO BB L0 —
T HFENIGEE O AT 4 TICBWTHREZRWRD Z &l T, v v TITHE A <
TAYDKFEENHER L2 L2k, =737 00 NATO AT 2 U B OMIN 6 [
DD ENIFREIZRST-DOTH D, ZORNT U TIHS~OXPLE L THREE AT ¢ 71X
BT RT O YR[HE~OFM EER, fERE LT SIXHRBIRKIRBAENERZT D DER 2
WNEEC TR m] W) BEGZEREICZAT D2 LIk D,

2015 4EM 6 2018 AEIZ T COE TR 7 u OEN - FEEBAGIE, B2 2 E O 72
REERICKH LT T BT TWANAOEF &L L TEETHDL, RREICKL - TRR
ENREYKIE, S TREENTWSRBEOAZF LM 5 ETRIERNE D
ThiHEEZD,

15



BH#E 28R4 (Bra: EEER)

p=1010

The Perception of China’s Soft Power in Kazakhstan

RIEKZ
XAV T7, VreA)v
(Nurgaliyeva, Lyailya)

The purpose of this paper is to discover strategy tools of China used to reduce existing anti-Chinese
sentiment, called “soft power” and the perception of China’s soft power in Kazakhstan. In 2013,
Chinese leader Xi Jinping announced “The Silk Road Economic Belt” (SREB) project in Kazakhstan
(the largest country in Central Asia) to promote “humanitarian investment”. Among the five countries
located in the Central Asian region, public feelings of hostility towards China are most pronounced in
Kazakhstan. China’s endeavors in this area also look to prevent possible cases of Sinophobia arising
in the future.

China also hope to forge a loyal political elite within Kazakhstan. This will be achieved through
establishing an educational program, similar to the one the United States and Turkey tried to
implement in the early 1990s. Chinese authorities believe that investment into XUAR is the basis for
creating a hub of education. Moreover, the number of Kazakhstan youngsters studying at Chinese
universities has been increasing. Beijing has taken measures to improve the image of China in
Kazakhstan through various initiatives connected to “The Silk Road Economic Belt”. The government
has injected funding into cultural, educational, linguistic, and media-based projects.

Kazakhstan views China’s activities as a counterbalance to Russia and other geopolitical players.
China’s actions also provide a valuable source of investment. However, close economic ties can lead
to some risks, such as dependence on Chinese loans and a large immigration of Chinese workers.
Attitudes of resentment towards China look set to emerge among the younger generation in Central
Asia.

Keywords: soft power, humanitarian investment, anti-Chinese sentiment, national image,
counterbalance, economic ties to China.
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