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"The comparison of refugee resettlement policy in Japan and Europe"

Lucia Kovadova (FILIFBHRRFEXRERD

The subject of this paper is Japan’s refugee resettlement programme (third country
resettlement pilot case) and the question that it addresses is how it compares with similar
programmes in European countries, with specific focus on non-traditional resettlement countries,
including the Czech Republic.

For both, host countries and participant refugees, resettlement is a long and complex
process that needs to be well planned and carefully executed in order to minimize negative
experiences and potential long-term consequences. There does not exist, however, a single
“correct” method of resettlement, as each society is different in terms of political and welfare
system, demographic and ethnic characteristics, historical background with regards to asylum,
and society’s integration capacities. Similarly each refugee group (and individual) may have
different needs, different resources and attitudes towards resettlement. Thus, resettlement
countries around the world have given rise to a wide variety of resettlement policies.

The objective of this paper is to provide a perspective on the third country resettlement
program by looking at past examples and policies of European countries, including the Czech
Republic, Denmark, and Finland in order to see if and in what ways does the Japanese model
resemble and/or differ and where does it stand in comparison to those of its international
partners. This paper will serve as an integral part of a thesis evaluating Japan’s efforts to
develop its asylum policy.
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